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November Edition

Wow! What an amazing October. You may be exhausted, but I hope you will celebrate what God was
doing here through a Pumpkin Patch.
Our first Great Pumpkin Day - Lots of different people of all ages, ethnicities, and backgrounds came to
have some fun and learned about who we are. I keep hearing conversations about what God may be
calling us to do next year.
A great day of family photos - God provided a great photographer on short notice who recorded lots
of smiles and the beauty of your Pumpkin Patch.
Trunk or Treat and a movie - (This hasn’t happened before I write this, but I know about the planning
and work behind this event.)
Two loads of pumpkins - We couldn’t have done it without great leadership and the Fire Ants!
Pumpkins and stories for children - Some children came back to our campus. I heard at least one
person bringing his children to the Patch recall walking from Willow Drive and going into our
building.
Adult Daycare visits - The dedication and work of staff making these field trips was humbling and
amazing.
Hours (and hours) of volunteer service - You worked more hours than I can count! Thank you so
much for all the hours you gave to make all this possible.
Record sales - We know that we will be providing both Christian Charities and United Ministries at
least $1,500 more than we did last year.
It hasn’t been easy, but you have been faithful. I’m deeply grateful for our incredible October. Lynn Boan
provided a solid foundation for the Pumpkin Patch. Brooke Staniec went above and beyond all
expectations in her planning, organizing, dedication and hard work to make this year so successful.
I’m deeply thankful for them.
Maybe being worn out by the end of October isn’t a bad thing. It means that we know that we need a few
minutes to catch our breath and give thanks. The secular world often seems to skip over Thanksgiving.
Stores move straight from Halloween costumes, decorations, and candy to Christmas trees, ornaments,
and gift wrap. However, we need time to reflect and recognize what God has been doing in our midst.
We need to be aware of God’s blessings and to find ways to express our gratitude.
Gratitude is not an end. It is the foundation for joy. One of the texts that I considered for how we respond
to God was Luke 17:11-19. In this passage, Jesus sends ten lepers to show themselves to the priests.
However, only one foreigner returned to thank Jesus. Jesus asks what happened to the others. The others
moved on to whatever was next in their lives. The one reflected, returned, and gave thanks.
November is the time to intentionally find a rhythm that allows us to reflect and give thanks. In the midst
of all the preparations, decorating, and Christmas shopping; Thanksgiving calls us to stop and remember
what God has done – in our individual lives and through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. This
rhythm moves from a deliberate pause to a joyful celebration. So, I invite you to take the steps of reflection, gratitude, and joy this November.
With deep gratitude and joy,
Pastor Laura

ALDERSGATE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

GATHER in Community-GROW Through Discipleship-GO Into The World

Our pumpkin patch hit record breaking sales this year. We
reached over $30,000.00 and for the first time ever were able to
increase our profit margin to 40% of those sales. We can’t thank
our great volunteers enough for their tireless efforts.
What a great season it was.

OUR PRAYERS:
-Lynn Boan
-Betty Hodges
-Mark Goldstein

The UMM have began selling pecans again. The proceeds
they receive go towards various missions they support
throughout the year. Grab a bag to help support our UMM.

-Ann Gerace
-Gene Hunter
-Larry & Garland Nettles

Shoe boxes for OCC are out in the Narthex. Please consider
filling one this Christmas season. All boxes must be brought
back to the church by Sunday, November 21st.
November, a month to be thankful for all we have. During this
month we have the opportunity to serve our local community in
need and prepare blessing bags for Thanksgiving for them. Please
grab one and fill up with items listed on the sheet attached to it.
Bags will need to be back by Monday, November 22nd.

-Allen Prescott
-Everett Burroughs
-Ed Hudson
-Cornell Thomas
-Ed Millisai
-Dot Morgan
-Britton Family

(We take these bags to Christian Charities)

Pastor Laura will begin her sermon series to “Prepare Our Hearts” for Christmas in December. To go
along with her sermon series she will be hosting an Advent Bible Study that will last four weeks, have
two sessions offered (zoom and in person) and will be on Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s. (Tuesday 7PM
via Zoom; Wednesday 10AM In Person) Please consider joining one of these Bible studies with her to
dive deeper into finding true joy in the meaning of Christmas. Spaces for In Person will be limited so
please contact the office ASAP if you wish to sign up!
Our next Blood Drive is Tuesday,
November 23rd from 2PM-7PM.
Please come out and give if you can.
If you wish to help but can not
donate please contact Dave Gohn for
volunteer opportunities.

Backpack donations can be dropped
off in the basket across the hall from
the office.

Our Pastor and our Health and Welfare Committee are continuously
working together and following the most recent guidelines to keep us
safe and informed. We will keep you informed as we continue to
navigate through these times.
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November 2021
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3 UMM 7AM

Thu
4 Charge

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

ConferenceFellowship Hall
6 PM

7 Time Change
“Fall Back 1 HR”

8 Finance

9

10 UMM 7AM

11 Knurturing
Knitters 10AM

6:30 PM

Trustees 5:30 PM

All Saints Sunday

SPRC 6:30 PM

14

15

16 UMW Board

17 UMM 7AM

18

24 UMM 7AM

25 Thanksgiving 26 Thanksgiving 27

Meeting 6:30 PM

21 Last day to

22 Last day to

23 Blood Drive

turn in shoe boxes

turn in blessing
bags

2PM-7PM

Office Closed

Break
Office Closed

28

29

30 Pastor Laura’s 1 UMM 7AM
Advent Bible Study
Zoom-7PM

2

3

Pastor Laura’s
Advent Bible Study

4 Tree Lighting,
“How the Grinch
Stole Christmas”
Drive in Movie

In Person– 10AM

6PM

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship

BIRTHDAYS
1 Bryan McDaniel

12 Cornell Thomas

26 Rita Way

5 Heath Sharrar

13 David Becker

27 Angela Keller

6 Kate Newsom

14 Wesley Newsom 27 Aaron Koenig

7 Carly Allred

17 Matt Boan

27 Allen Prescott

8 Steve Schultz

17 Knox Todus

29 Wilson Hepler

9 Harvin Land

19 Kathy Goldstein

29 Norm Taylor

12 Mary Cusamano 21 Jerry Allred

30 Diane
Schwartz

