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Sunday, I mentioned that Theodore “Dr. Seuss” Geisel didn’t tell us why the Grinch was
so out of sorts. He just tells us that he is. It was clear on Sunday that most of the congregation could identify with feeling unhappy, grump, or out of sorts – well Grinchy – without
even knowing why they felt that way. I made the assumption that everyone knows about
the Grinch and understood what I was talking about.
In the last two days, I’ve learned that everyone (in church and in our community) isn’t
familiar with How the Grinch Stole Christmas. I was shocked. The book and the original
movie for television have such a fan following and are so iconic that it seems hard to go
through the Christmas season without encountering Mr. Grinch, Max (the Dog), or Cindy
Lou Who. However, if we don’t know these characters and their roles, we cannot see how
we identify with the characters in the Grinch. If you need a refresher, come watch
How the Grinch Stole Christmas at 6 pm on Saturday, December 16.
The Grinch can hold up a mirror for us to see ourselves and how others see us. Some
people may see us more like the Grinch. We may appear to be people who want things
their way and aren’t happy with anyone. Others may see us more like Max (the Dog).
We may appear to be loyal to a fault and follow others in our faith community without
asking any questions. Others may see us as the many people of Who-ville who came out
to sing but really didn’t know what all was happening. I wonder if any of them see us
more like Cindy Lou Who. Cindy Lou knew the Grinch was guilty. However, she
welcomed him gracefully and gave him a place in the community celebration.
Sometimes, I wonder if we don’t make big assumptions about what people know about
our faith. We tend to assume that most people in the Bible-Belt of the South are familiar
with who Jesus is and what we believe. Yet, do they see that clearly from our everyday
lives? Do we share the story of Jesus taking on human flesh, living among us, dying for
us, and rising from the grave?
Ultimately, it doesn’t matter if people can identify us with characters from How the
Grinch Stole Christmas. The really question is: Can they identify us as those who are
God’s beloved children, follow Jesus, and are transformed by the Holy Spirit? Do we act
in ways that show we know we are loved? Do our actions show that our lives are shaped
by the teachings of Jesus? Even the calls to love our selves, our neighbors, and our
enemies? (Matthew 22:39, 5:44) Do they see the Fruit of the Spirit in our lives: love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control?
(Galatians 5:22-23)

This Advent and Christmas Season, I hope that our hearts are so filled with God’s love,
peace, hope, joy, and grace that others see these qualities in the way we live. God offers
(Ext. 100)
these gifts in abundance so that we can grow as we follow Christ who exemplified these
Custodian: Shpendi Dani gifts in his life, death, and resurrection. The challenge is for not only our actions to reveal
our faith, but also for us to share the story of Jesus. Jesus has many roles in this story the
Messiah, Emmanuel, God-with-us, Savior, King of Kings, Prince of Peace, Wonderful
Counselor, and our brother who was born in Bethlehem.
Brooke Staniec

Grace and peace,
Pastor Laura
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The UMM have began selling pecans again. The proceeds
they receive go towards various missions they support
throughout the year. Grab a bag to help support our UMM.
Aldersgate was able to donate over 30 boxes to Operation
Christmas Child this year. We also donated over 60 blessing
bags to Christian Charities. We appreciate your efforts and
support of these great missions.
We’ll be showing the original “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas” on the big screen as a Drive In Movie,
Saturday December 4th at 6PM.
We’ll also light the tree and sing a few carols right after,
please come out and join us for the fun and fellowship!
Poinsettias will be placed in our sanctuary on December
12th, we also have wreaths still available, if you would like
either of these in memory or honor of someone please
contact Brooke.

The UMW will have a covered dish lunch on
Saturday December 18th at 12PM, they would like
to invite all women of the church to come attend.

Pastor Laura will lead our first “Longest Night
Service”. This service will be held
Tuesday December 21st at 6PM. This service is
for hearts that may hurting and trying to heal
during this Christmas season. All are welcome
to come and join.

OUR PRAYERS:
-Lynn Boan
-Betty Hodges
-Mark Goldstein
-Ann Gerace
-Gene Hunter
-Larry & Garland Nettles
-Allen Prescott
-Everett Burroughs
-Ed Hudson
-Cornell Thomas
-Family of Liz Wild
-Dot Morgan
-Britton Family

During the Christmas Season we like to show
our staff our appreciation with a special love
offering. If you feel compelled to give please
note that on your envelope or check. We will
take donations through December, but would
love for them to get this as a Christmas gift.

Christmas Eve Service (Outdoors) 4PM
Christmas Eve Service (Indoors) 6PM
Normal Worship Service –December 26th
10:30AM

Our Pastor and our Health and Welfare Committee are continuously working together and following
the most recent guidelines to keep us safe and informed. We will keep you informed as we continue
to navigate through these times.
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DECEMBER 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 UMM 7:00A

Thu

2

Fri

3

4 Drive In Movie
The Grinch 6P

Bible Study 10A

Tree lighting right after

(In person)

5

6 Evangelism
Meeting 6:30P

7 Bible Study 7P

8 UMM 7:00A

(Zoom)

Bible Study 10A

Sat

9

10

11

17

18 UMW Covered

(In person)

12

13 Church Council 14 Bible Study 7P 15 UMM 7:00A 16
Meeting 6:30P

Dish 12P

Bible Study 10A

(Zoom)

All Women Invited

(In person)

19

20

21 Longest Night
Service 6P

26

27 Office Closed

28

22 UMM 7:00A 23

24 Outdoor Service 4P 25

Bible Study 10A

Indoor Service 6P

(In person)

Office Closed

29 UMM 7:00A 30

31 Office Closed

9:30 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2 Linda Gohn

10Judy Shuping

19 Lynn Boan

3 Fay Cook

16 Allie Boan

21 Chip Hanzlik

4 Dick Davis

16 Dewey Jones

21 Nancy Hodge

7 Bill Johnson

17 Ruby O’Neal

24 Betty Taylor

9 Caleb Brady

17 Bobbi Land

27 Jill Bennett

9 Anna Polston

18 Melissa Davis

28 Amy Graves
30 Frank Edwards

